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From Mrs May 

It’s been a very busy week this week. Father Graham led our school assembly on Monday and 

impressed us all with his fire-eating skills. On Wednesday, the school photographer took class and 

nursery group photos. He also took photos of groups of children which will be pieced together to 

make a whole school and nursery montage. I will let you know as soon as they are available for 

purchase. 

Yesterday, a fire engine drove into the playground and some fire fighters explained what they do to 

children in FA and Oak. They even had a chance to use the hose! 

This afternoon, we have our school talent show. I am looking forward to 18 acts of singing, dancing, 

magic tricks, maths, taekwondo and more. There might even be a surprise act from the staff! Watch 

out for photos on the website very soon.  

Huge congratulations to Lindsay, Natasha, Claire and Sarah, who ran the Pretty Muddy Race last 

Saturday. This enterprise was in aid of Cancer Research UK and, thanks to the support of many 

Longwood parents and staff, they raised over £600.  

Our new Smooga was delivered this week. Thank you so much to Friends of Longwood for all your 

fund-raising efforts and thank you, of course, to everyone who has supported them. Our school just 

keeps getting better and better! 

I wish everyone a lovely half term break and look forward to the final home stretch, with all the fun 

that it will bring. 
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From Mr Livesey - Staffing cont 

Lunchtime Assistants 

We are extremely lucky to have three 

wonderful ladies, Julia, Lyn and Laura who 

support the school staff by serving and caring 

for the children at school lunchtimes. They 

have all worked at Longwood for many years. 

We wish to thank them for their hard work, 

patience and great sense of humour; making an 

engaging and happy experience for the 

children.    

 

Pre-School 

We are delighted to offer some part-time places in pre-school from September 2016. This has come 

to the delight of many parents whose children were restricted from attending pre-school as it 

currently operates on a full-time basis only.  

New Equipment 

We have purchased two large new wooden storage units with deep trays and a large wooden 

cupboard for LKS2 classroom as well as a new printer / copier for everyone to use. We have also 

purchased a large shed for the nursery garden from Costco to store outdoor equipment. 

 

Nursery News 

 

Little Willow have been out in the garden, planting sweet peas this week. It’s so lovely to see them 

with their watering cans and their spades, watering and digging the soil and having a wonderful time 

in the process. The children are looking forward to seeing their seeds grow. The gardens are looking 

amazing and the children are developing lots of important skills. 
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Staffing Update 

 

Mr Pilavas will be leaving Longwood this summer. We will leave saying a fond farewell for now, but 

wanted you to hear officially, rather than through the grapevine. We are currently looking for a 

replacement teaching assistant for KS2 and will let you know once we have recruited. Mr Pilavas 

hopes to continue running his after-school football clubs. 

 

School Uniform Update 

 

From September, you will be able to buy green socks as an addition to the school PE kit. At the 

moment, they are optional, but children who take part in fixtures against other schools will be 

expected to have a pair. 

Our new school blazer will be in stock at dj uniforms soon. As you know, it is optional for the 2016-

17 school year and will be compulsory for all children from FA – Year 6 from September 2017.  

 

Polite Request 

 

If you would like to speak to your child’s teacher, can we please ask you to make an appointment, 

either by writing in the home-school diary, or by asking a member of staff on playground duty. 

Please do not assume that teachers are free to see you at any time. Sometimes, things become 

difficult when teachers do not want to offend, but do not have time to see a parent immediately.  

 

Longwood Summer Fete 

 

We have been planning the fete for some time now and it promises to be a fabulous day for all the 

family. However, part of its success relies on volunteers to help run some of the stalls. There is a 

sign-up sheet in the reception area and we need YOU! Please sign up for a time slot; it doesn’t have 

to be all afternoon. Most of the preparation for each stall is already done, and no-one will be alone. 

Please support us if you can. 

Congratulations 

Sara (LKS2) showed me an outstanding piece of homework. The task was 

to find out about Iron Age settlements and Sara actually built a model of 

one, complete with animals, real grain and Lego trees. It is an extremely 

creative and clever idea.  

Congratulations to Alex and Archie (UKS2). They were both tasked with 

writing a discursive essay about whether computers should be used in 

school. Their essays were well-thought out with balanced arguments for 

and against, as well as both finishing with a conclusion at the end. Well-

deserved stickers for you both. 
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Attachments To This Newsletter 

 

 Mum’s Night Out Poster 

 

Dates for your Diary 

NB – All new items are highlighted 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 8th June Leave school at 9, 
return by 3.30 

LKS2 to the Chiltern 
Open Air Museum 
 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack required 

 
The Chiltern Open Air Museum is a beautiful open air museum with an outstanding collection of 
historic buildings and a working traditional farm. We have booked workshops on Stone Age 
Settlements and Building Shelters, which link in to the LKS2 topic work. The cost is £25 and this 
will be added to your account. Children to wear Longwood tracksuits and wellies.  
 

Wednesday 8th June Horse and Chains, 
Bushey at 7.30pm 

FoL Meeting All school and nursery 
parents welcome 

Thursday 16th June Individual classrooms, 
7pm 

Meetings for parents 
to meet their child’s 
new teacher 

All classes in school 
and preschool 

Friday 17th June Leave school at 9am, 
return by 3pm 

FT & FW to Woodside 
Animal Farm 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack required 

 
Woodside Farm is in Slip End, Luton. We will travel by coach and spend the day in a secure 
environment looking at different animals and having fun together. We have booked a “hands on 
animal encounter” and a tractor ride and will also have access to some fairground rides. The cost 
is £22 and this will be added to your account. 
 

Friday 17th June 7.30pm. Venue to be 
confirmed soon 

FoL Mums’ Night Out Details to follow 

Tuesday 21st – Friday 
24th June 

4 days UKS2 to France Separate information 
given 

Saturday 25th June 12pm – 3pm in the 
school grounds 
 

Summer Fete More details to follow 

Wednesday 29th June 9am-3pm  FA trip to Windsor 
Castle 

Packed lunch required 

 
We have pre-booked a school session, helping the children to appreciate castle life in the past. 
Travel will be by coach and the trip will be during school time. Children will need a packed lunch 
and packed snack in a disposable bag. The cost is £15 and this will be added to your account. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Thursday 30th June Picnic at 12pm on the 
field behind the 
leisure centre. Sports 
from 12.45pm. 
Presentations at 3pm 

Picnic and Sports Day All pre-school and 
school children will be 
taking part. Parents 
welcome. Please bring 
your own lunch and a 
picnic rug. 

Friday 1st July School hall  Mini disco 5.30 – 6.30 
(FT/FW/FA) 
Main disco 7-9pm 
(KS1 and KS2) 

Volunteers needed 
please 

Monday 4th July 2-3pm Concert at Purcell 
School 

All KS2 children 

Tuesday 5th July 9.05 in school hall FW Class Assembly All FW parents 
welcome 
 

Thursday 7th July 9.05 in school hall FT Class Assembly  All FT parents 
welcome 
 

Thursday 7th July 6pm in school Art Exhibition All parents and 
children in FT/FW and 
main school invited to 
view exhibition. Free 
entry. 
 

Thursday 7th July 7pm in school Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All children in LKS2 
and UKS2 to attend. 
Parents welcome too 
(Limit 2 per child).  
 

Friday 30th September 9am in the school hall McMillan Coffee 
Morning 

 

Friday 21st October 9.30am at St James’ 
Church, Bushey 

Harvest Festival All parents welcome 
(FA - KS2). Tea and 
coffee afterwards. 

Tuesday 13th 
December 

Leave school at 
lunchtime, return 
about 5.30 

Christmas Pantomime All children from FA - 
UKS2 

 
The cost of this outing will be £20 and will be added to your invoice.  

Thursday 15th 
December 

2pm at St James’ 
Church, Bushey 

Christmas Carol 
Service 

KS2 parents welcome. 

 


